The negative association between inequality and income growth, particularly growth prospects among the poor, is largely channeled through inequality of opportunity. When inequality of opportunity is controlled for, the importance of total income inequality is reduced.
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RELATED BLOGS Multigenerational mobility in the developing world
Daniel Mahler, Christoph Lakner, Roy van der Weide, Ambar Narayan | Let's Talk Development, 07/12/2018. A large body of literature shows the outcomes of children are tied to the outcomes of their parents or, in other words, that children's life prospects are based on their family background. But there is no reason to believe that such "persistence" of outcomes is limited to two generations. Social mobility (or lack thereof) depends not just on how parents influence the outcomes of their children, but also on how outcomes persist across multiple generations, from grandparents to grandchildren.
Read the blog »

Intergenerational mobility across the world
Ambar Narayan and Roy van der Weide | Vox, 7/2/18.
Intergenerational mobility is important for both fairness and economic efficiency in a society. Data from a new global study spanning five decades shows that average relative mobility is lower in developing economies, with no sign that the gap with developed countries is getting smaller. In addition, income mobility in several developing economies is much lower than their levels of educational mobility would lead us to expect. Labour market deficiencies appear to be contributing to this gap between mobility in education and income.
Read the column » Are men the new weaker sex? The rise of the reverse gender gap in education Francisco Ferreira | Let's Talk Development, 6/26/2018. It is probably fair to say that the World Bank's latest report on intergenerational mobility-Fair Progress? Economic Mobility across Generations around the World-is the first-ever attempt to paint a truly global picture of how achievement-or the lack thereof-is transmitted across generations. Though there are results for income mobility for a subset of countries, most of the analysis focuses on educational attainment across 148 economies, representing over 95% of the world's population.
Read the blog »
In which countries do children have the best chances to surpass their parent's education?
Roy van der Weide and Ambar Narayan | Let's Talk Development, 6/18/2018. In most economies, parents would like to see their children have a higher standard of living, and with it a better life, than they had themselves. When children are asked, they too tend to consider their parents a natural benchmark to compare their economic progress against. A simple measure that captures this notion of progress is the percentage of children who managed to surpass their parents, which we will refer to as absolute mobility. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS New Poverty Report
The 2018 Poverty and Shared Prosperity Report: Piecing Together the Poverty Puzzle broadens the ways we define and measure poverty. It presents a new measure of societal poverty, integrating the absolute concept of extreme poverty and a notion of relative poverty reflecting differences in needs across countries. It introduces a multi-dimensional poverty measure that is anchored on household consumption and the international poverty line of $1.90 per person per day but broadens the measure by including information on access to education and basic infrastructure. Finally, it investigates differences in poverty within households, including by age and gender.
Report website | Blog: Nearly 1 in 2 in the world lives under $5.50 a day »
World Development Indicators website is now continuously updated
The World Development Indicators (WDI) now offers a continuously updated website, still backed by 1,600 indicators currently available for 217 economies, and data going back more than 50 years, from officially recognized sources including national, regional, and global estimates that used to be available as a booklet/PDF. The new WDI website brings interpretation and visualization to the foreground, helping users go beyond the data to the stories they tell. 
New webinar series on Social Inclusion
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